IEWPOINT pave wneelinan

Rural Montana
National Winner, Award of Excellence
2006 Best Statewide Magazine, Spotlight
on Excellence contest, NRECA Council of

Rural Electric Communicators. 2009
Award of Merit, Best Statewide Magazine.

"

Vol. 56, No. 5, May 09 (ISSN0199-6401)
Rural Montana is an official publication of
Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association and
is published monthly by Montana’s rural electric
and telephone cooperatives in the interest of bet-
ter rural and urban understanding of the benefits

and the problems of rural utilities.
Managing Editor: David Wheelihan

Communications Director, Editor: James V. Smith, Jr.
Offices: 501 Bay Drive, Great Falls, MT 59404
Telephone: (406) 761-8333 — Fax: 761-8339

Website: www.mtco-ops.com E-mail: rural @mtco-ops.com

Montana Electric
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ast month in Rural

Montana we asked

you to join the
“Our Energy Our Future”
campaign by contacting
our congressional delega-
tion asking them to work
with electric cooperatives
in crafting climate change
solutions.

We are happy to report

that within weeks we
were over the thousand

message. Additionally, the
electric cooperative par-
ticipants will tell
Congress that we have
long been leaders in ener-
gy efficiency and that any
mandates in this area need
to recognize what we
have already accom-
plished.

Congress will also be
asked to recognize that
renewable portfolio stan-

Dave Wheelihan

able to defeat the bills that
adversely impacted our
ability to do business.
Also we were able to pass
metals theft legislation
that gives law enforce-
ment another tool to track
down those people steal-
ing copper and other met-
als from electric co-ops.
At press time, that bill,
which passed the House
and Senate by wide mar-
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