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fter what seemed

like an eternity to

most, the 2008
elections are over. With
the results of the election,
we will see new agendas,
new faces and new ideas.

In the U.S. Senate
alone, 10 percent of the
body will be there for the
first time. The U.S. House
of Representatives will
have over 50 first-time
members. A Democratic
administration for the first
time in eight years will
also add to the changing
dynamics of our country’s
politics.

The challenges will be
many as will the opportu-
nities so we will continue
to work with our national
association and our elect-
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ed officials so your voice
as consumer owner of
your electric cooperative
will be heard.

In Montana, we have
been preparing for the
2009 legislative session
through work of our leg-
islative subcommittees
and have been giving our
message to legislators,
both new and incumbent.

The Senate in Montana
will be controlled by
Republicans 27-23, while
at press time, the House
looks to be a 50-50 split
pending several recounts.

When the dust has set-
tled, we will again be
publishing our legislative
guide, which is chock full
of important information
on the officeholders and

'~ Dave Wheelihan

the process.

Check out the rest of
Rural Montana and see
what our congressional
delegation sees on the
horizon for Montana. We
are also featuring how the
cooperative business
model can help boost
Main Street, Montana.

In January, we will
return to the issues of
importance to rural elec-
tric cooperatives but, for
now, we wish you and
yours a happy and joyous
holiday season.

We hope you find peace
and happiness with your
friends and family. As
always, we hope you
enjoy this month’s Rural
Montana.

Dave Wheelihan is CEO of the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association
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